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Many of the early journalists were practical printers (at least one of them, Francis Collins, the editor of the Canadian Freeman of York, Upper Canada, was in the habit of composing his editorials in type); and many of them acted, not only as their own printers, but also as their own advertising agents and delivery boys. The mortality among early newspapers in Canada was terrific. It is an interesting and well-established fact that when, in 1826, some young bloods of the "Family Compact" broke up William Lyon Mackenzie's printing press and threw his type into Toronto harbour, Mackenzie was on the verge of bankruptcy; and only the substantial damages he obtained in the courts enabled him to continue his journalistic career. As long as a newspaper was published under government auspices, its editor was liable to instant dismissal. In this respect the early history of the Upper Canada Gazette is instructive. The first printer and editor of the Upper Canada Gazette was Louis Roy, a French Canadian who had been employed in the printingoffice of Samuel Nellson at Quebec, and who had been borrowed by Colonel John Graves Simcoe when it had been decided to establish a newspaper under government auspices in Newark (Niagara-on-the-Lake) in the spring of 1793. Louis Roy held his job only until the autumn of 1794, perhaps because, as Mrs. Simcoe observed in her journal, under date of April 18, 1793, "he cannot write good English." He was succeeded, after a brief interval, by Gideon Tiffany, who came from the United States, and who lasted only until 1797, apparently because he did not come up to the government's ideal of "a loyal and respectable printer." The editorship of the Gazette was then taken over by a United Empire Loyalist, Colonel Titus Geer Simons, who removed it to York (Toronto); and in 1799 he and his printer, William Waters, were designated "Printers to the King's Most Excellent Majesty." But, as Mr../Egidius Fauteux remarks in this connection, in his admirable treatise on The Introduction of Printing into Canada, "it is but a short distance from the Capitol to the Tarpeian Rock." In 1801 a member of the Legislative Council complained of an article in the Gazette which, he said, was calculated to injure him; and the King's Printers were promptly dismissed from office. John Bennett, who succeeded them, had, like Louis Roy, learnt the art of printing in the Neilson printing-shop in Quebec; and his printing was far superior to that of his predecessors. But he fell foul of the government over his printing charges, and in 1807 he was either discharged from office or resigned. From 1807 to 1816 the Gazette, renamed the York Gazette, was published by one John Cameron, with the exception of an interval during the War of 1812; and in 1817, on John Cameron's death, the Gazette passed under the editorship of Dr. Robert Charles Horne, a prot•g• of the "Family Compact." But in 1821 Dr. Horne got into trouble with the Legislative Assembly over a report of its debates; and shortly afterwards he resigned from office. Charles Fothergill, who succeeded him, was a man of good family, good ability, and good education; and he is remembered today as one of the first naturalists in the province. But he developed liberal or "reform" ideas; and three years had hardly elapsed before he was summarily dismissed. Robert Stanton, who followed him in 1826, continued as editor and printer of the Gazette until 1843; but this was only because he realized that the Gazette was an official publication of the government, like the Canada Gazette of today, and that he was virtually a civil servant. Uneasy lay the head of the King's Printer in Upper Canada.
The lot of the independent journalist in those days was even less happy. Fleury Mesplet, who founded the Montreal Gazette in 1778, had barely completed one year of journalism when, because of comparatively mild attacks on the government, he found himself condemned to spend the next three years in the common jail; and when he died in 1794, he was overwhelmed with debts. Joseph Willcocks, the first journalist-politician in Upper Canada, who published the Upper Canada Guardian from 1807 to 1812, was imprisoned by warrant of the speaker of the Legislative Assembly in 1808 for "false, slanderous, and highly derogatory" statements about the members of the Assembly; and in the War of 1812 he went over to the Americans, and died fighting in the uniform of a colonel in the United States army at the siege of Fort Erie in 1814. Bartimus Ferguson, the editor of the Niagara Spectator, who published Robert Gourlay's "false, malicious, and seditious libels" against the government and legislature of Upper Canada, was sentenced to pay a fine of f150, to suffer imprisonment for eighteen months, to stand for four hours a day during the first month in the public pillory, and to remain in prison until the fine was paid and security given. On Ferguson's making an humble submission, part of this savage sentence, including the pillory, was remitted; and he was released after seven months' imprisonment; but he never succeeded in reestablishing himself in journalism, though he was connected with one or two short-lived enterprises ten years later, and when he died in 1832 his death took place in the General Hospital in York. To die in hospital in Canada at that time was a fate that seldom befell any but the homeless.
It Party organs are bad, though we must have them, so long as Party reigns: but far worse than any party organ is a journal which, under the mask of public censorship, serves the objects, backs the confederates, and traduces the enemies of individual ambition. Those who thwarted Mr. Brown's will, or incurred his enmity, were not merely assailed with the abuse which is bandied in our party frays, and often shows more heat than malice; they were systematically hunted down. Misrepresentation and distortion •vere employed constantly and without scruple to hold them up not only to political but to social and personal odium, If they were journalists, all the rules and privileges of the Press were disregarded in the determination to destroy them. No journal ever did more to poison the heart of society; the most virulent of party organs, the most scandalous of society papers, would not have wrought practically so much harm. Thanks to the ability with which the Globe was managed, and to the failure of its rivals, there arose a literary despotism which struck without mercy, while a train of parasites seconded its blows, and its victims were utterly defenceless. Few men were bold enough, or sufficiently independent in circumstances, willingly to brave the tiger. The commercial world and the banks cowered with the rest. The power of representation and suppression possessed by a leading newspaper is as formidable as that of its editorials; and Mr. Mackenzie is fully warranted in saying that public men were made, and he might have added unmade, by the Globe. who was bitterly opposed by all the newspapers polled nearly half the total vote. That the journalist is today without considerable influence in political life in Canada, it would be futile to assert; but it is obvious that this influence is less than it was in the days when public men were "made" and "unmade" by the editor of the Toronto Globe.
The reasons for this decline in the influence of the journalist in Canadian politics may well be left to the historian of the future to determine.
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